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By Adam Turner

By Tristan Meiman

CASE FILE:

CASE FILE:

“THE WOODEN CEILING”

“THE KILLER A’S”

The Brief:
“Does Alumni Coliseum have the world’s largest wooden ceiling?”  

                The Facts: 
Serving as one of the main buildings on campus, Alumni Coliseum 

does indeed sport a very big ceiling. Th e building’s construction was a 

momentous and, at times, catastophic occasion. Th e roof collapsed early 

on in its creation, injuring two employees and setting back progress con-

siderably. When the opening ceremony fi nally came, however, former 

President Lyndon B. Johnson broke fi rst ground for the Coliseum. Th e 

ceiling utilized 626,276 board feet of lumber, forming the 170 beams 

and roof decking, stretching over 308 feet. Its southern pine is elevat-

ed 81 feet above fl oor level and, at the time of its construction, was in 

fact the world’s largest roof of its kind. However, according to current 

building supervisor Dan McBride, Alum-
ni Coliseum no longer holds that ti-
tle. Still, it remains an impressive feat 
and a testament to the University. The Brief:“If your roommate were to commit suicide, would you get all A’s for 

trauma?” For years, even at universities other than our own, students 

have speculated about this horrifi c scenario. But is there any truth to 

it?

The Facts: Morbid, yes, but the answer is no. Contrary to popular belief, the 

death of your roommate gets you nothing but a single room. Suicide is 

a serious issue, however, so if you notice any signs in your roommate, 

or friend for that matter, lend a hand and talk to them. College can be 

a very stressful environment. Th e counseling center here at Eastern is 

more than happy to help those in need, so do not hesitate to contact 

them. 
So ultimately, if it’s fi nals week and you’re failing a couple of class-

es, don’t even think about how your roommate could “accidentally” 

fall out the window from your doom. It wont get you all A’s, but it will 

get you about 25 years to life. 
uuuldldld   acacacaccicicicicc dedededentntntntntalalalalallylylylyy

mmm. . ItItIt w w wwwononont t t gegeegegegg t t tt t yoyoyoyoy u u uuu alalalalaa l l ll A’A’AAAs,s,s,s,, b b bbututututtutu  i i iiiiit ttt tttt wiwiwiwiwiwillll

sss t tt to o oo oo lililililifefffefe. 
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Sonya Jackson/Progress

By Tristan Meiman

CASE FILE:
“THE RICH WALKER”

The Brief:
“If you are walking on campus and are suddenly struck by a vehicle, 

will Eastern pay for the rest of your college education?” 

The Facts: 
Well, I have some good and bad news. Th e bad news is no, East-

ern will not pay for your school. Th e good news is who’s stopping you 
from suing the actual person that hit you? Of course, this also depends on the situation. If you personally 
throw yourself in front of a car so you can sue someone for mon-
ey, fi rstly, shame on you. Secondly, you really didn’t think this one 
through, did you? While yes, you are a pedestrian and you do have 
the right-of-way, someone will obviously notice if you willingly 
throw yourself in front of traffi  c. So stick to the crosswalks and 
hope for the best. Bottom line, just remember what your mother 
told you: “Look both ways before you cross the street.” 

By Michael Emerson

CASE FILE:
“THE MAN WITH A GOLDEN TOE”

The Brief:
“Does rubbing the Daniel Boone statue’s foot give you good luck?” 

One particularly beloved urban legend (and pre-test ritual) at Eastern 

involves rubbing Daniel Boone’s golden toes. But can that same shoe 

give you the extra push needed to secure that A or a date this Friday?

The Facts: 
Th e statue, donated to the university in 1967, is mod-

erately sized, weighing in at over 3,500 pounds and made 

of simple brass. Years of subtle friction on the statue’s 

left foot has led to its golden gleam, inviting students 

to touch in the hopes of some good luck. Many have 

claimed that even though they didn’t study, just a rub 

of that toe helped them ace the exam. Others have said  

they have put their fate in this toe only to be betrayed 

by the myth. So what can we infer from these accu-

sations? Th at the successful students have a photo-

graphic memory, or there’s a great 

conspiracy involving spies report-

ing to all the instructors about 

who performed the ritual for 

extra credit? Or, of course, it 

could just be a huge coinci-

dence aimed toward people 

who believe in luck. Whatev-

er the case may be, this statue 

and its famed good fortune still 

remains a campus mystery.
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